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(57) Abstract: A discharge lamp operation device includes: a ballast (3) having at least a current-limiting element; and a high- 
pressure pulse generation circuit (4) for generation a high-pressure pulse voltage. The discharge lamp operation device operates 

^ a high -pressure discharge lamp (2) having a substantially vacuum state in an external tube. The discharge lamp operation device 
further includes operation judgment means (8) forjudging whether the discharge lamp (2) is lit/not-it, a timer circuit (9) for setting a 
predetermined time, and pulse stop control means (10) for terminating generation of the pulse voltage. When the operation judgment 

3 means (8) detects a not-lit state after judging the lit state, generation of the high-pressure pulse voltage is stopped during the time 
predetermined by the timer circuit (9). 
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